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BLAXELL REPORT — VICTIM PAYMENTS 
Statement by Minister for Community Services 

MR A.J. SIMPSON (Darling Range — Minister for Community Services) [2.01 pm]: I once again update the 
house on the Country High School Hostels Authority ex gratia scheme. This scheme was established in response 
to the St Andrew’s Hostel special inquiry report. The government intends to provide payments of up to $45 000 
to former students who were subject to abuse when boarding at country hostels between 1960 and 2006. The 
scheme covers 28 hostels in 12 regional towns, including Albany, Bunbury, Carnarvon, Esperance, Geraldton, 
Kalgoorlie, Katanning, Merredin, Moora, Narrogin, Northam and Port Hedland. 

The inquiry was carried out by former Supreme Court Judge Peter Blaxell. He examined the conduct and response 
of relevant public officials and government agencies to allegations of sexual abuse at St Andrew’s Hostel in 
Katanning and related organisations. His report is entitled “St Andrew’s Hostel Katanning: How the system and 
society failed our children”. Applications under this scheme closed on 31 May and I announce today that the 
Department for Communities has received 106 applications. Department officers will now contact applicants by 
phone to see whether they want to add anything further to support their applications. Some of them have had 
difficulty putting the information down in writing and will now be able to talk through their experiences. We 
anticipate that payments will be made by the end of December. In the meantime, a counselling hotline continues 
to operate on 1800 227 792. As Minister for Community Services, my portfolio covers all the highs and lows of 
human behaviour. I appreciate that this application process has been a difficult one for applicants to speak up 
about. I commend their courage in coming forward so we can address any ills of the past. 
 




